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WMy ADOPT A SHIP:

CONNECTING YOUR CLASSROOM TO THE MARINE INDUSTRY

What is it?
of increasing students‘‘7av\/are_>nessa"t AL begl'n Ihe g

2 of seafarers, shipping and the
maritime community, and the critical importance they play in the
quality of life for almost everyone on the planet. This program al-
lows students to connect with the marine industry while learning
geography, culture, marine operations, and communication skills
beyond the words in a textbook. By promoting awareness of the
maritime industry in youth, this program can encourage students
to pursue a maritime career.

The "Adopt a Ship"Program was initiated by the Cyprus Ship-
ping Chamber, (CSC), and the Cyprus Maritime Environmental
Protection Association, (CYMEPA), in 2006 to bring together the
Elementary Schools and Seafarers on board ships operated by
CSC Members. The program expanded into the Philippines, Po-
land, India and Greece in 2017. More than 70 ships now partici-
pate in the Cyprus program. More than 30 ships are participating
in the Poland program. More than 4,500 children participated in
Manila in 2018. To learn more about the program and download
a program flyer, please visit http://csc-cy.org/adopt-a-ship-pro-
gramme/ or connect on Facebook: "Adopt A Ship International”

How does it work?
Versions of the Adopt A Ship program vary from country to coun-

try. The basic program consists of:
1. A senior officer (usually the Captain) onboard a ship ex-
changing a short email message with a school classroom or an
orphanage/shelter/hostel once a week. This communication
focuses on life on board, cargo, trade patterns, geography,

weather, and more.
2. The children are given a 4 x 6 foot world map with sea lanes

that they use to track the movement of that ship.

Schools have the option to expand upon this basic program by
implementing tests, scheduling in-person visits with the seafar-
ers and captains either in school or at a designated industry site
(where possible near a major port), utilizing Skype for video call-
ing, and awarding certificates upon completion of the program.

For more information on how to get your school or organization

involved, please contact Nina Quarate
net.
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lla at n.quaratella@namepa.
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